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MAC Layer 

The Media Access 
Control Layer is one 
of two sublayers that 
make up the Data 
Link Layer of the 
OSI model. The 
MAC layer is 
responsible for 
moving data packets 
to and from one 
Network Interface 
Card (NIC) to 
another across a 
shared channel . 


See a breakdown of 
the seven OSI layers 

in the Quick Reference section of Webopedia. 

The MAC sublayer uses MAC protocols to ensure that signals sent from 
different stations acrcr.s the same channel don't collide . 

Different protocols are used for different shared networks, such as 
Ethernets . Token Rin gs, Token Buses , and WANs. 

Related Categories 

Network Interface 


http://isp.webopedia.eom/TERM/M/MAC_Layer.html 


4/21/03 


MAC Layer - Webopedia.co: 


Page 2 of 2 


intemet.commerce 

Be a Commerce Partner 
Web Hostin g Specials 
Build Flash Online 
Find a Consultant 
Free Search Traffic 
Build an Online Store 
Hacker's Secrets 
Shop For Computers 
-Submit JVourjSite 
Compare Prices & Shop 
MLlyl Leads 


Cards (NICs ) 
Network Topolo gies 

Related Terms 

LANE 

MAC address 

network 

OSI 


N^^RTEL Plugs into manageil 

NETWORKS Optical Ethernet services- 


Copyright 2003 Jupitermedia Corporation All Rights Reserved 
Legal Notices . Licensing . Reprints . & Pernnissions . Privacy Policy 

hup:/ /www. in lernet.com 



http://isp.webopedia.eom/TERM/M/MAC_Layer.html 


4/21/03 


